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Have you ever attended a church service out of a sense of duty
or because you think you’re supposed to?
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“A lot of times | find myself looking around thinking, ‘Is this what God had in mind?”” When it comes to church, what do you think God has in mind?
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Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must obey them and do everything they tell you.
But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up
heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing

to lift a finger to move them. Everything they do is done for men to see: They make
their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love the place

of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; they love

to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them ‘Rabbi.””

Matthew 23:1-7 (NIV)
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“Jesus said to them, ‘Everything for you is abOLneing seen in public as important people.

I mean you love to be looked up to. You love to be respected. You love the best seats
o P P How much time do you spend worrying about what other people think of you?

-
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I’'ve had it with you! You’re hopeless, you religion scholars, you Pharisees! Frauds!
Your lives are roadblocks to God's kingdom.
You refuse to enter, and won't let anyone else in either.

Matthew 23:13 (MSG)
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and you are actually getting in the way of people who are honestly searching Is it possible to be interested in Christian faith but turned off by Christianity?

“He goes on to tell them, ‘You’ve abused your positions of religious authority E
for Goﬁ.”’ y
1
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The number of Americans who don’t go to church has mushroomed from 39 million to 75
million since 1991 - representing more than one-third of the U.S. adult population
and a 92 percent increase.

Barna Research Group
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o] eir hearts are m me.’
Sometimes we have to stop and @ e do what wé

To keep the family happy?™ = Why or why not?
So that | don't feel guilty?*

inthe b saiah,
Does God need us to attend a church service once or twice a week?
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Sons | have reared and brought up, but they have revolted against Me.
An ox knows its owner, and a donkey its master’s manger,
but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.

Isaiah 1:2-3 (NASB)
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Eriptures remind us that God dogs Uals. God wants our How do we know that God has our hearts,

and that we’re not just going through the motions?
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Have you been part of the show?

“God hates it, he can’t stand it, when we put on a religious show and then
we ignore the poor and the broken and the marginalized and the oppressed.”
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What issues in our world today do you think God really cares about?

What are you doing about them?

e

021 Sunday | 004 Rob Bell | 004 Rob Bell




“Is church a building? Like an hour once a week' What does it mean for our hearts to start beating more and more like God’s?

Church is people. ’
People whose hearts are beating more and more How could this change the way the world sees Christianity?
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honest. A lot of peop gion with

int isn’t Christianity. The
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The phones seen in each restaurant booth
are used to place food orders directly to the kitchen.

027 Sunday



| 004 Rob Bell
Copyright © 2005 by Flannel, PO. Box 3228, Grand Rapids, Ml 49501-3228, USA.
Published by Zondervan, 5300 Patterson Avenue SE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49530, USA.

Scripture quotations marked as NIV are taken from the Holy Bible: New International Version®. NIV®.
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Intemational Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked as TNIV are taken from the Holy Bible, Today’s New International Version™.
Copyright © 2001 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked as NASB are taken from the New American Standard Bible.

Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation.Used by permission.

Scripture quotations marked as NKJV are from the New King James Bible Version.

Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Scripture quotations marked as MSG are taken from The Message.

Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.
Scripture quotations marked CEV are taken from the Contemporary English Version.

Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by permission.

Scripture quotations marked as HCSB are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible.

Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy or any storage
and retrieval system without permission in writing from NOOMA®.

Printed in the United States of America
0506 0708091011/ DCI/10987654321

a .

We can get anything we want, from anywhere in the world, whenever we want it.
That’s how it is and that’s how we want it to be.

Still, our lives aren’t any different than other generations before us. Our time is.
We want spiritual direction, but it has to be real for us and available when we need it.
We want a new format for getting Christian perspectives.

NOOMA is the new format.

It’s short films with communicators that really speak to us.

Compact, portable, and concise.

Each NOOMA touches on issues that we care about,

that we want to talk about and it comes in a way that fits our world.

It's a format that’s there for us when we need it, as we need it, how we need it.

Check out www.nooma.com to see clips and get information about other available NOOMAs.
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We’re a small nonprofit company. Just like you, we want to do things for the right reasons.
If you like what we’re doing, we could use your support in making the next NOOMA.

To find out more about supporting NOOMA, go to www.nooma.com
or call us toll free at 1 (877) 776-7755.





