Sermon Christmas Day 2006
 
Readings
 
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1: 1-12
John 1: 1-14
 
How exciting it is when a baby is expected.  The anticipation is thrilling and we look at baby shops and toy shops, and our gardens and the spare room with new eyes.  We let the subject drop into conversation and there is much speculation – boy or girl?  Family names? When will s/he be born?  How wonderful it is when the baby is born.  Does he eat/sleep well?  Who she look like?  (the answer to that is  - her grandparents – all four of them!) We know in a church setting that the whole community feels all is well when a new baby isborn
 
But babies bring huge changes – not to say disruption.  Young mums learn that you can survive on 4 hours sleep a night.  Fathers learn that they can do without the boat on the Vaal because he is putting the money away to provide a good education.
 
Everything changes, and a carefree young couple learn that as they work together to provide the best upbringing for the little person, that sacrifice is not seen as sacrifice, but and investment created out of love for the most perfect baby in the whole world. And if he or she is in trouble, the whole family rallies round, and a superior daughter finds she actually needs her mother, and father will work double the hours if that is what it will take, and even Grandpa will sacrifice his carefully collected retirement savings if it will help.  A cynical observer would say “Oh how they have changed.”
 
Baby’s do change people, and when God wanted to save humanity from sin, he could do no better than send a baby, one whose impact on the world originates in the love and attraction of a small child, and with the ordinariness of birth, we can that much more easily accept the change and disruption brought into our lives when Jesus is born in our hearts.
 
St John explains this by means of the term “word” – the word was with God and the word was God, in the beginning.  The Greek term for the “word” in this sense is “logos” and it was something that would have been understood both by orthodox Jews of the time as well as everyone else in the Greek-educated world.  “Logos” speaks of the creator and originator, whether, in the Greek sense for “overarching intelligence” or, in the Jewish sense, (which is the interpretation to which we are heirs), of a personal God who created the universe in as logical a pattern as the Greeks would want, but also, for other profound reasons unknowable to human beings.  I don’t particularly want to develop this angle today – it’s Christmas after all, but if we look at derivatives of that word, the concept “logo” or “slogan”, we can grasp it more easily. 
 
We all understand and respond to the logo on a cold drink can, on a chocolate bar, and even more so , a springbok on a green jersey.  Well to some extent we can say that god left his logo on every generation.  The 10 commandments were an example – people who kept the law became such good people that they represented God on earth.  The prophets represented God in a different way, and through some very creative signs and symbols, their words represented to their hearers the mind and actions of God as given to their situation in their generation.  “a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son”  “ he was bruised for our iniquities….with his stripes we are healed.” 
 
But Jesus doesn’t represent God, he is God, and through his life, death and resurrection, he gives us the right to be called children of God.  We don’t just wear the jersey anymore. We ARE THE SPRINGBOK and we play for the team, and we have all the privileges and responsibilities that that entails.  Just as a baby changes us from husband and wife to mom and dad, or, if the baby isn’t ours, it causes us to think differently – our designer ornaments are put in a cupboard, and we find ourselves buying pink biscuits with smiley faces on them.
 
If Jesus is more than a pretty Christmas card at a feel-good time of the year, we will find our lives irrevocably changed.
 
Perhaps a third was of looking at this is again through the concept of “word’ and its function.  In the beginning God said “let there be light” and it happened, so anyone in control has the first word and the final say. What the manager says, we do.  What the headmistress announces in assembly has to happen.  What God says, comes to pass.  The “word’ that was with God and was God makes statements in our lives which initially brought us into being – which decided which DNA material we would inherit from which parent and which longs to be in us as we are in Christ, so the “word” which is God in Christ can cleanse us from our sins and make us Holy.
 
We really and truly wish you the happiest of Christmases, and when the last relation has gone home, you have had the final instalment of Turkey kedgeree, and the Christmas wrapping is being recycled and the decorations are back in the box in the garage, that the Christ child is living and growing in your hearts, and that his tiny fingers are wrapped firmly around yours and you will never forget he is there.  This little child will lead you to the most perfect fulfilment, sometimes through the most tortuous and difficult ways, and your Christmas wishes will come true in a way you you didn’t believe was possible.
 
Happy Christmas, and God bless you all.
