St Martins 1 June 2008
GREEN: Gen 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-21; Rom 3:21-28; Mt 7:21-29

Young children (like my 4yr old) like ‘superheroes’ – Spiderman in her case. A few months ago, SABC TV were doing an investigation - interviewer at nursery school asked her WHY? ‘SAVES THE DAY!’

Who or what will save the day for you? Our reading from ROMANS describes how, FOR PAUL, the FAITHFULLNESS OF JESUS DEMONSTRATES THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD – if I may paraphrase, Paul is saying PUT YOUR TRUST IN JESUS, SEE HOW GOD ‘SAVES THE DAY!’
JESUS’ LIFE DEMONSTRATES, LOVING OTHERS TO THE POINT OF HIS DEATH – OBEYING, WAITING ON AND TRUSTING GOD TO THE END, BECAUSE HE LOVES GOD WITH ALL HIS HEART, MIND AND SOUL…  KNOWING & LOVING GOD >> KNOWING ABOUT GOD. AS MYSTICS LIKE JOHN OF THE CROSS, ST THERESA, ST IGNATIOUS and many others attest to….
JESUS LOVES US ALL so much & calls ut to FOLLOW – he EVEN BLESSES HIS KILLERS  – isn’t that  THE ULTIMATE expression of LOVE? WHAT IS HIS REWARD? PEACE DESPITE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND THE THRONE OF HEAVEN. GOD ‘SAVED THE DAY’ against all odds….
AT THE CROSS, IT HAD ALL SEEMINGLY GONE SO TERRIBLY WRONG – ONLY EASTER COULD PUT THE ‘GOOD’ into ‘GOOD FRIDAY!’
In ROMANS, PAUL: GOOD NEWS IS SALVATION IS OUR GIFT TOO, IF WE HAVE FAITH... 
WHAT IS FAITH? Nicky Gumbel uses story of a TIGHTROPE WALKER inviting YOU to HOP IN!
SO, IT’S NOT ABOUT HOW GOOD WE ARE, ALL FALL SHORT… IF WE HAD 1 HOUR, I’D TELL YOU HOW FAR SHORT I FALL (MY WIFE – 2 HRS to tell you, my 3 DAUGHTERS – NOT YET…)

NB QUESTION IS “HOW ARE YOU RESPONDING TO JESUS’ INVIT. TO: ‘HOP IN?’”
ARE YOU FOLLOWING JESUS as best as you’re able? Can YOU sleep (or at least be quietly calm) through life’s storms? Are you HEAVEN-BOUND?
MATHEW DESCRIBES JESUS WARNING US HOW MANY SAY THEY FOLLOW, BUT DON’T ‘HOP IN’  – Jesus says EVEN performing MIRACLES IN HIS NAME does not mean SALVATION…
NO! SALVATION = HEAR, DO = ‘HOPPING IN’: BUILD YOUR HOUSE (LIFE) ON THE ROCK (FIRM FOUNDATION) OF JESUS = LOVE GOD & OTHERS LIKE JESUS DOES>>head knowl
In reading from Genesis, GOD: “ABRAM, LISTEN, OBEY ME – GIVE ME CONTROL (TRUST), I WILL REWARD YOU….” In ROMANS, Paul builds his doctrine of ‘JUSTIFICATION THRU FAITH’ on how ABRAM “HOPPED IN’ – ABRAM OBEYED, FOLLOWING GOD INTO THE DESERT of DRY HARDSHIP… GOD’s PROMISE WAS FULFILLED SPECTACUALRY LATE in his LIFE
“BLESSED ARE THOSE CHOSEN, THOSE WHO RESPOND TO THE LOVE OF GOD, THE GOD WHO KNOWS OUR HEARTS” to paraphrase our psalm: INTENTION & ETHIC OF LOVE is NB!
TRUST IN POSESSIONS, STATUS, POWER, POPULARITY AND YOU WILL BE DISSAPOINTED – TRUST IN GOD, PATIENTLY ‘WAIT FOR HIM’… JESUS’ CHALLENGE is: give LIFE-SERVICE, not LIP-SERVICE – ‘HOP IN!’ Monday 2 wks ago, Zim lady -> church… I was looking for a place for her... My DAUGHTER JESSICA OFFERED HER ROOM…
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