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Marriages at St Martin’s – 2009.
You are ‘uniquely and wonderfully made’ by a God who loves you, so we put every effort into making your wedding service as special, vibrant and unique as you are!

Your preparation focuses on equipping you for the rest of your lives together, truly united by God into “one flesh” and our preparation aims to help you growing in knowledge of yourselves as a couple and your families, enabling you to grow closer to each other as well as to God in this important time of your lives. 
Marriage is a lifetime commitment “none should lightly undertake” and (as we take this and  our mission of “living and spreading the Gospel” seriously), our preparation typically takes between twelve and sixteen weeks or so and consists of three three-hour group discussions about weddings and Christian marriage and four one-hour couple sessions doing a FAMSA course. To ensure you get maximum benefit from this preparation, we expect you to schedule your preparation to start at least six months before your wedding date.
Where do you start?

If you are not already a regular worshipper in good standing of St Martin’s or another church, we would love you to join us! Come in and talk to one of our priests about the different services we offer. The priest coordinating this ministry is Gavin Smith so feel free to talk to him after a service or contact him on gavin@stmartins.co.za. Once your application has been accepted and appropriate expenses and a donation have been made, your church and/or preparation booking will be secured. 
The marriage preparation starts with a dinner and talk at St Martin’s for the couple and their parents. Parents discuss the implications of their children getting married with a St Martin’s counsellor or clergy person while another counsellor or clergy person discusses the marriage preparation process and wedding service ideas with the couples and introduces each couple to their counsellor. Our counsellors are FAMSA qualified and endorsed by Anglicare and each couple will schedule at least 4 or 5 sessions with their counsellor to help them hone their marriage skills through the appropriate FAMSA course.

The wedding couples will have two additional group sessions to discuss the Christian marriage.
What about the wedding service itself?

Most couples choose to get married in St Martin’s beautiful stone church (usually on a Saturday with suitable flowers, candles and organ music), but some choose another suitable venue, as agreed with their priest. Please talk to us before organising a venue – we have the experience to guide you in your venue selection! Please note, we expect you to pay your costs and any donation up front to secure your booking.
What does a wedding and all this preparation cost?

This will be discussed in your interview - costs for 2009 are as follows:

1. Preparation and service at St Martin’s: 

Our charge of R 5,500 covers the preparation and the service in the church. 
Preparation consists of three group sessions (including dinner on the first night) and a FAMSA course with a qualified counsellor, as described above. 
The service date will be booked once we have received your payment (on a first come, first served basis) and we provide the priest (who is also a marriage officer); two bowls of flowers on the alter; an organist; two car guards and we cover reasonable cleaning costs.
2. Preparation through St Martin’s and a service elsewhere: 

If couples are only doing marriage preparation with us the charge is R 2,000. 
3. Suitable preparation elsewhere and a service at St Martin’s: 
If couples are doing suitable marriage prep elsewhere but are getting married at St. Martin’s, the charge is R 4,000.
Blessings as you prepare for your own, beautiful wedding day and your married life thereafter!

The St Martin’s team.
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