Get Real – Living Revelation

Original title - Apocalypse of John – apocalyptic literature. Means to disclose or reveal. 
Recap – revelation is Jesus and his victory is central. Numerous references.
Rev 5:8  And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,  and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."

- references of and views of heaven, We are left thinking what on earth is happening in heaven? “what in heaven is happening on earth?”. Specifically in terms of worship. Sometimes I worry about our inspiration – comes from hillsong, etc, styles. Question – are we looking to heaven to learn about what worship really looks like? Focus for this evening. What does heavenly worship look like, or rather what does it look like to live revelation. People say was the worship good? What to compare?
Going to look at some of the songs:
1. Focused worship
Rev 4:9-11
throne etc
Firstly, this is where the ultimate focus of our worship should be. God is in heaven seated on His throne. Robert Coleman states, “In His throne form, God reigns in unapproachable splendor and power” (1980:15), and a little later he rightfully adds: “Indeed, in the presence of the throne, nothing else seems appropriate” (17). All those who worship in the book Revelation, focus their worship upon God on His throne. By Him being seated we are reminded of His dominion and authority, by Him being up on the throne we are reminded that He is high and lifted up, and the fact that He is seated on a throne reminds us that He is King and reigns over all. By looking to heaven, we establish our place and focus in worship. Robert Webber notes in agreement: “The music of heavenly worship so beautifully sets forth in Revelation is directed toward God, not man” (1982:126).
2. United Worship
Rev 7:9-12
In every scene of heavenly worship there is incredible unity amongst the worshippers and the manner in which they worship. We do not see a series of groups presenting their items, or a chaos of different acts. This is certainly a slap in the face of those who claim that church is not important for them, and that they can worship on their own. Private worship is certainly an imperative, but we need to be engaging in corporate worship, as with the heavenly worshippers.

Jesus himself prays twice for unity in His High Priestly prayer. The manner in which the worshippers in heaven respond to God in unity is also a reflection of the unity in the Trinity itself. The practical implications of this are that Christians need to be worshipping together, and this should cross individual, age, cultural and racial barriers.

3. Holistic worship
Rev 11:16-18
We can compare this to the great song in 

And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign. The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great-- and for destroying those who destroy the earth." 
In this short song, there is affirmation of God’s power, wrath, judgment, and destruction. There are certainly not many songs or liturgical elements which fully embrace these aspects of God. If we neglect them however, we do not paint a representative picture of who God is. Pastors and worship leaders are incredibly responsible in this manner, and if they do not accurately portray the whole of God, then they are under-nourishing their congregants.
4. Responsive Worship
Rev 5:11-14
who are 24 elders? 12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles – representing everyone who loves Jesus.
The elders in chapter 4 are to represent us as the people of God (Coleman, 1980:38), and verse 8 states the nature of their worship as they proclaim their famous words: “and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” The timing is quite clear – their worship is continuous, without cessation. An immature response to this, might be that we can’t possibly be expected to worship without ceasing in this manner, but we need to see the symbolic nature of their worship. We too are to worship God constantly through our lifestyle, in everything we do. It is more than a mere song. Someone once said that God is more interested in a life laid down, and a song lifted up.  American band Casting Crowns seem to understand this fully with the lyrics of their song Lifesong:

“Empty hands help high, such a small sacrifice

If not joined with my life, I sing in vain tonight

May the words I say, and things I do

Make my lifesong sing, Bring a smile on your face

May my life-song sing to you, may my life-song sing to you” (Lifesong, 2005)
Coleman fully understands this, and as a result of observing the heavenly worship (particularly in chapter 4), he states: “The love and zeal of these beings can be seen supremely in their worship” (1980:33, my emphasis). Here is referring to the nature of the elders worshipping before the throne. As the elders represent us, this love and zeal should also be evident in our worship. Standing before the throne of God (as we do in worship), we cannot respond half-heartedly and in a phlegmatic state.
Greeting the King

Noble men were gathered together in London waiting for the King of Great Britain. They all knew him personally, yet they all honored him as their king. When he entered, they stood solemnly to their feet. "Take your seats, gentlemen," he said, "I count you as my personal friends." And then joking he added, "I am not the Lord, you know!" Immediately one of the noblemen, a Christian, said, "No, sir, if you were our Lord, we would not have stood to our feet; we would have fallen to our knees."

So should everything we do. Spend some time adoring Jesus now.
