Sun 23 June, 2007 G – 13th Sun, Collect pg 262; PP27
1 Kings 19: 9-14 (vs 15-21); Ps 44:1-9; Gal 5:1,13-25; Lk 9:51-62

Where do you find God?

Elijah…
Remember – Elijah had killed the false prophets and fled for his life, into the desert, asked God to die and an angel gave him food & drink -> 40 day & 40 night journey to Horeb…
19:9 He went into a cave there and spent the night. All of a sudden the Lord spoke to him, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 19:10 He answered, “I have been absolutely loyal﻿ to the Lord, the sovereign God,﻿ even though the Israelites have abandoned the agreement they made with you,﻿ torn down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left and now they want to take my life.”﻿ 19:11 The Lord﻿ said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord. Look, the Lord is ready to pass by.”

A very powerful wind went before the Lord, digging into the mountain and causing landslides,﻿ but the Lord was not in the wind. After the windstorm there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 19:12 After the earthquake, there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. After the fire, there was a soft whisper.﻿ 19:13 When Elijah heard it, he covered his face with his robe and went out and stood at the entrance to the cave. All of a sudden﻿ a voice asked him, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 19:14 He answered, “I have been absolutely loyal﻿ to the Lord, the sovereign God,﻿ even though the Israelites have abandoned the agreement they made with you,﻿ torn down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left and now they want to take my life.”﻿ [NET Bible] 

Then Lord spoke to him…
Wind: Genesis… wind blew over the water…; 
Moses stretched out his hand and the wind came and blew away the plague of locusts… 

Ezekiel’s vision of God appearing in the wind…
Earthquake: In Exodus, when God went to the mountain to Give God the 10 commandments, the mountains shook… Psalms often describe earthquakes when God angry if He has been wronged…
Fire: Remember how God was with the Israelites during the Exodus? Fire by day, smoke pillar by night, yet…

Quiet: Not what Elijah expected… GOD OF SURPRISES! 
How do we expect God to speak…? If we learn to listen, if we learn to HEAR God AS HE SPEAKS TO EACH OF US, we can be formed by the SPIRIT, allowing him to be our gardener, moulding and shaping us…

WHY? GAL GIVES THE ANSWER… The SPIRIT Enables Us to Produce Fruit:
5:1 For freedom﻿ Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not be subject again to the yoke﻿ of slavery…  

Practice Love
5:13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;﻿ only do not use your freedom as an opportunity to indulge your flesh [sarx vs pneuma]﻿ but through love serve one another [in humility].﻿ 5:14 For the whole law can be summed up in a single commandment,﻿ namely, “You must love your neighbour as yourself.”﻿ [Lev 19:18] 5:15 However, if you continually bite and devour [exploit] one another,﻿ beware that you are not destroyed by one another. 5:16 But I say, live﻿ by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh.﻿ 5:17 For the flesh has desires that are opposed to the Spirit, and the Spirit has desires﻿ that are opposed to the flesh, for these are in opposition to﻿ each other, so that you cannot do what you want. 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 5:19 Now the works of the flesh﻿ are obvious﻿ [selfish pleasure:] sexual immorality, impurity, depravity, 5:20 idolatry, sorcery,﻿ hostilities,﻿ strife,﻿ jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish rivalries, dissensions,﻿ factions, 5:21 envying,﻿ murder,﻿ drunkenness, carousing [drunken, unruly parties],﻿ and similar things. I am warning you, as I had warned you before: Those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God!

5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit﻿ is love: joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness [reliability],﻿ 5:23 gentleness, and﻿ self-control. Against such things there is no law. 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ﻿ have crucified the flesh﻿ with its passions﻿ and desires. 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also behave in accordance with﻿ the Spirit. 5:26 Let us not become conceited,﻿ provoking﻿ one another, envying one another….

 => Support One Another…

It is one thing to overcome the flesh and not do evil things, but quite something else to do good things. 
LEGALISTS boast that they are guilty of adultery or murder:

can anyone see the BEAUTIFUL GRACES x H/SPIRIT…? 
Negative goodness is not enough in a life; there must be positive qualities as well. 

The contrast between works and fruit is important. A machine in a factory works, and turns out a product, but it could never manufacture fruit. Fruit must grow out of life, and, in the case of the believer, it is the life of the Spirit (Gal. 5:25). 
When you think of “works” you think of effort, labour, strain, and toil; when you think of “fruit” you think of beauty, quietness, the unfolding of life. 
The flesh produces “dead works” (Heb. 9:14), but the Spirit produces living fruit. And this fruit has in it the seed for still more fruit (Gen. 1:11). Love begets more love! Joy helps to produce more joy! Jesus is concerned that we produce “fruit... more fruit... much fruit” (John 15:2, 5), because this is the way we glorify Him. The old nature cannot produce fruit; only the new nature can do that
HOW CAN WE NURTURE THIS NEW NATURE?
PRAY – listen to God… In the Fire, Wind and quiet… - he speaks to each of us in a unique way… LISTEN…
PRAY… Allow God… => BEAR FRUIT, out of LOVE…
AMEN!
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