SERMON – 5th SUNDAY LENT   -  LOVE
Isaiah 43: 16 -21
Phil 3: 8-14
John 8: 1-11
We continue on our journey this Lent focussing on our Lenten series entitled  ‘Agents of Transforming justice and peace.’  
A/B Thabo writes in his foreword to the studies:
“In the Charge I gave at my Installation, I thanked you for being partners with me in the gospel, and invited you all to join me in seeking afresh to discover what it is to be the body of Christ in our time, and who God is in Jesus Christ, for us here and now. These bible studies have been prepared to help us in our explorations.
“Often’, he writes, ‘we think of Lent as a time for giving things up – but giving up, just for its own sake, is of limited value.  Rather, Lent should be a time of stepping back from the preoccupations and distractions that are so much part of our busy lives, and creating space for reflecting on the more fundamental elements that should guide and direct our lives, as we try to follow Jesus more faithfully.
Jesus’ desire is not merely that we should know about God’s love ......but that we should experience its reality within our own lives, and become channels so that others might experience them too”.
SEKGO sa METSE - we are called and sent to be vessels of Peace and Forgiveness, and today I shall focus on the theme of Love.  
LOVE – is a huge 4-letter word – it encompasses so much in our lives, so much good, so much not so good when it is misinterpreted.
‘God is Love’ writes John.    And the two commandments of Jesus demand of us that we love our Lord God with ALL our hearts, and souls and minds, AND that we love our neighbour as ourselves.
Jesus says to us it is a package deal – love me, love your neighbour.    If we are serious about loving God we must begin with people, and we must learn to love those we consider our enemies and those that the world generally discards.
God calls us to himself AND he calls us into community.   Our lives are deeply bound up with each others.
Trevor Hudson, in his book ‘Questions God asks us”, challenges us to recognise our responsibility towards the wider world.  He writes: “Do we often think or say something like: ‘I am just an ordinary person.  There is nothing that I can do about the big issues of corruption and crime and unemployment and poverty and violence and Aids that threaten to destroy the fabric of our life together in SA.  I didn’t cause them in the 1st place and therefore I don’t need to do anything about them.  It is up to those in the government to sort out the situation.’
‘We live in a traumatised society’, he writes, ‘and one of the horrible sins that plague our life together, the most deadly is indifference......we may be moved by the pain of people, but we avoid taking any action that will engage us directly with the sources of evil.”
You see, God wants all of us, and it is this unconditional and unreserved love for God that leads to the care of our neighbour, as an expression of our love for God.
The goodness of Love, the true sense of love, has lost its meaning – we say we LOVE your dress, your hair, food, etc.
We live in a secular world, a world lured by advertising, media, celebrities, pornography, greed;  many have become a people who have lost their way; misguided – sex has been mistaken for love – many young people looking for love and acceptance seek anonymous liaisons on the internet, on their cellphones, and can become victims of paedophiles, all in the innocent search for love.
In every human heart there is an intense desire to be someone’s prince, someone’s princess.   We want to be loved.
It is Human Rights day today and we look at the shocking situation of Human Trafficking which is huge in SA leading up to the Soccer Cup.    Women and children, even babies, are being abused every minute of the day.   HIV is rife.
Where is God?  Where is God’s love?   Where is our love for mankind?
Who has moved away?  Us or God?
God never changes.   God’s love is unconditional – God loves us no matter what.  
In Isaiah we read of God’s salvation for mankind – his great love for his chosen people, the people he formed with his own hands.   The people he created out of his love.  What are we doing, or not doing, for each other?
In Jesus’ day it was the people most aware that they were unloveable that were most open to his love.  The woman who anointed Jesus’ feet, the woman at the well, and in today’s reading:  the woman caught in adultery.   Jesus doesn’t condemn and nor should we.
No matter what we have done or how disastrously we have failed, God wants us to know that we are loved.  
To quote A/Bishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu:
“...we don’t need to prove ourselves to God. We don’t have to do anything at all to be acceptable to Him.  That is what Jesus came to say, and for that he got killed.   He came to say, ‘hey you don’t have to earn God’s love.  It is not a matter for human achievement.  You exist because God loves you already.   You are a child of divine love.”
So, as Paul says, let us keep our eyes focussed on the goal where God is beckoning us onward – to Jesus.     We need to stay on that path – that path that leads to oneness with God, and to take on the character of his Divine Love, to seek transformation by holiness,  truth and reconciliation  with our neighbour, and our community.   To become a people of love.  Love changes everything - it heals, forgives, restores.    It can save the human race from the sin of indifference, from itself, from its own destruction.
Prayer
I love you today, God
I love you for all you are in me, all you are through me, all you do as me.
I love the realisation that your grace is my strength.
I love the understanding that your truth is my power.
As I become aware and embrace all that you are as the essence of me,
I realise that I love you today, God, and I thank you for loving me back.
Amen
