EVENSONG - 14 Mar 2010

Ps 119:97-120; Jer 14:1-9, 17-22; Jn 6:27-40
In JN: Jesus says ‘Do not work for food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you!’ 

BUT WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

EVEN THEN AND THERE, the people listening to Jesus ask: “What must we do?”. 
Jesus replies ‘God’s work for you is that YOU BELIEVE in the One God has sent... the true bread from heaven…I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE! WHOEVER COMES TO ME WILL NEVER BE HUNGRY OR THIRSTY – ALL WHO SEE ME & BELIEVE IN ME MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE!’ 
WHAT JESUS IS REALLY SAYING IS: CHANGE YOUR PERSPECTIVE: DO NOT FOCUS SOLELY ON THE PHYSICAL AND TEMPORAL: FOCUS ALSO ON GOD!!!
At vestry this morning, our Gospel reading was what is usually referred to as “the prodigal son” but which really is about how GOD YEARNS & SEEKS for US! 
We are all like prodigal’s – we choose to focus on the muck and mire of the pigsty, sometimes… From the perspective of this pigsty WHERE WE TRUST NOT IN GOD BUT ONLY IN OUR OWN INADDEQUATE UNDERSTANDING, Jesus’ words seem laughably naive, almost deserving nothing more than a patronising smile, AS WE ASK: ‘BUT WHAT ABOUT THE MESS!’
WHAT THE GOSPEL REALLY IS SAYING IS “LOOK AT THE MESS YOU’RE IN! NOW COME TO ME AND SEE THERE IS ANOTHER WAY TO LIVE, IF YOU SO CHOOSE, YOU CAN LEAVE THE PIGSTY instead of continuously LAMENTING ABOUT THE PIGSTY…

As a leadership team, we have anguished about our poor financial position and the low average financial giving which has necessitated dramatic cuts in or budget, but after turning earnestly to God in prayer, we have seen the start, the first glimmer, of God’s bigger picture.
JEREMIAH ALSO DESCRIBES THIS SORT OF SITUATION: Drought leads to the devastation of farmers and nature alike…. OUR INEQUITIES COUNT AGAINST US (he cries in anguish!), shouting: ACT Oh God, FOR YOUR NAME’S SAKE! ARE YOU CONFUSED, GOD? WHY DO YOU ALLOW THIS??? 

Is God confused? NO! We’re confused! JEREMIAH KNOWS THIS, he says ‘YET I KNOW You ARE WITH US, we’ve called on you – don’t forsake us! Famine and war are crushing us! Why have you struck us down? Where are your priests? Only You can save us! We set our hope on You!’
The psalmist almost picks up from this point:
‘Oh, how I love your law! I have understanding because I chew on your Word and I implement what I read. Your Word is sweeter than honey! A lamp to my feet: guiding me, teaching me, giving Joy to my heart! I choose to follow your commandments, even though the wicked would entrap me. You are my hiding place and my shield, my hope is in you and your word. Hold me up, that I may survive and not be shamed for trusting you & trying to follow you – rather spurn the cunning and wicked who would see me fall!
In our Gospel reading, Jesus gives us the answer: BELIEVE IT! I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE! WHOEVER COMES TO ME WILL NEVER BE HUNGRY OR THIRSTY – ALL WHO SEE ME & BELIEVE IN ME HAVE ETERNAL LIFE!’ 

What is ‘eternal life’? Pie in the sky when we die? NO! 
The following POEM by Edwina Gateley describes ‘eternal life’ beautifully:

 “Called to Become” 
For you are called to become A perfect creation.

No one’s shadow Should cloud your becoming, 

No one’s light Should dispel your spark.

For the Lord delights in you,

Jealously looks upon you & encourages, with gentle joy Every moment of the Spirit
Within you.

Unique, and loved, you stand, Beautiful or stunted your growth,

But never without hope and life,
For you are called to become A perfect creation.

This becoming may be Gentle or harsh,

Subtle or violent,

Bur it never ceases,

Never pauses or hesitates,

Only IS – 

Creative force –

Calling you

Calling you to become 

A perfect creation.”


ONLY WHEN EACH OF US REALISES, BELIEVES, INTERNALISES AND ACTS ON THIS “PROCESS OF BECOMING”, CAN WE TRULY SAY WE NO LONGER WORK FOR FOOD THAT PERISHES, BUT FOR THE FOOD THAT ENDURES ETERNALLY - WHICH THE SON OF MAN GIVES YOU!
It’s almost as if we need to trust that God sees things from the right perspective – the pigsties are of our own making: PROCESS THEOLOGY (DE CHARDIN)

A LETTER FROM GOD, TO YOU….

14 March, 2010




My child, You know I love you, My child, you know that My hand is upon you – trust in Me, I will not rush the good, pleasing and perfect plan I have in store for you, be still, be patient & know that I am God…

Where you work or live is not the issue – who you are and how you live, show and spread My Love is what concerns Me.

Do not be afraid – look how I have carried you through so much! The more you trust in Me & follow Me, the more peace and meaning and ‘rightness’ you will feel.

Trust in Me and yourself – I am with you and in you and for you!

Do not over-commit so much that you do not even spend one quality hour with Me a day! 

I love you, my child, - spend time with Me! Spend time with your family, spend time with yourself.

Just slow down a bit, I know you love Me, 

Trust Me! Let your time reflect it more – not for Me, for you!

Look how My blessings flow if you do this.

Trust in ME, not work or whatever – you know I do provide…

All My love,

God

AMEN! Let us pray….
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