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Zeph 3:1-9; Ps 3; 2 Tim 4:6-18; Lk 18:9-14

The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector
18:9 Jesus also told this parable to some who were confident that they were righteous and despised everyone else. “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity: swindlers, unrighteous people, adulterers – or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I tithe a tenth of everything I get. The tax collector, however, stood far off and would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, be merciful to me, terrible sinner that I am!’  I tell you that this man went down to his home justified rather than the Pharisee. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Rugged individualism is a highly sought after and much honoured trait…

CAN YOU NAME SELF MADE PEOPLE admired for pulling themselves up by their bootstraps turning RAGS TO RICHES?

Sol Kerzner

Tokyo Sexwale

Jake White

WORKAHOLISM is rife and required in corp SA…

WHAT IS JESUS SAYING?

THAT GOD IS NOT THAT INTERESTED IN SELF MADE PEOPLE?
THAT HE IS NOT IMPRESSED WITH FAST RISERS?
THAT HE HATES PEOPLE WHO HAVE PULLED THEMSELVES UP BY THEIR BOOTSTRAPS?

IS THIS WHAT THIS READING IS SAYING?
WELL, SORT OF…
Jesus is telling this parable to “some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else.”
-Many religious leaders in Jesus’ day thought that they were going to get to heaven on their own merits 
-They thought that they were keeping the commandments perfectly

-That is why Jesus re-explained the commandments in His sermon on the mount
-Breaking commandments is not just done outwardly by our actions but also inwardly by our thoughts and desires as well
-It’s still the prevalent attitude in our culture! There are many who are confident of their own righteousness
-I WAS LIKE THIS! DID NOT GIVE, even to needy… 
- I PULLED MYSELF UP… 
- I MOCKED CHRISTIANS thought “Organized religion is a sham and a crutch for weak people who are too lazy to get up and do something like I have!”
-I CHANGED…

- NOWDAYS, I talk to a lot of people about God… 
-If you were to ask most South Africans where they would go when they died, most would say heaven

-If you asked them on what basis they made that claim
-Most would say that they are good people
-In fact, even among self-professed Christians, 50% believe that they will go to heaven based on their own good works (Barna Group survey)
-How about you?
-On what basis are you hoping to get to heaven?

-Are you trusting in your good deeds for: the poor, those you train, your family, those you support and feed to get you to heaven?

- The only problem is that Jesus said that the standard for getting into heaven is perfection!

-Jesus said, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
-The prophet Isaiah, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit wrote, “all of our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”
-How in the world can that happen?
LET’S LOOK AT OUR READING:
Jesus tells a parable about people who were convinced of their own righteousness and who regarded other people with contempt.

He paints a portrait of two men at opposite ends of society, religiously and socially, who come to the temple to pray:

One was a Pharisee, a man who was part of the most religiously devout group in the country, who came to the temple three times each day to pray. 

The Jewish law required that the faithful give 10 percent of their income from crops and livestock to god’s work, but this Pharisee went beyond that; he gave 10 percent of all his income. 

Jewish law required that the faithful fast, or go without food just one day per year, but this guy did it two days per week. 

He was a religious fanatic and over achiever, who stood off to himself, glancing around the room at other worshipers; whom he eyed with contempt. 

Then (being so religious) he was called upon to pray…

If I translate this prayer into modern South African, it would sound something like this: "0 lord, how thankful I am that I’m at church on Sunday, all respectable, not at the soccer, like some I know, or a drunkard in the shebeen, or living off crime! I thank you that I’m not totsi, a new ager or materialistic pig in his fat Merk who doesn’t give a damn about the poor! Oh! Lord, it’s hard to be humble when you’re perfect in every way."

Jesus said there was another man in the church that day,,. but he stayed at the door, not feeling worthy to come inside

He was a tax collector, which meant he was a sell out thief and extortionist, but he was so broken by his recognition of his failings, that he could not bear to look toward heaven.

Instead, he beat his chest in humble suffering, crying out, "Oh! God, be merciful to me. I am a sinner," and that is being broken and repentant!! 

Jesus said that the Pharisee’s prayer never got above the ceiling, but that the broken tax collector’s prayer set so many bells ringing in heaven that the angels had to cover their ears and the tax collector went home forgiven & redeemed!

When the world labels you successful; does your pride make you less able to be broken and beautiful?? 

God is more offended by the arched back, the stiff neck, the haughty eyes and un-teachable spirit than he is by the homosexual, the prostitute or the murderer.

Those who get tripped up by the sins of the flesh usually know they are sinners, but those of us who call ourselves “respectable” find it difficult to acknowledge our true condition and the needs of our hearts.

Proud people need to prove they are right; broken people are willing to yield the right to be right.
Proud people claim their rights with a demanding spirit; broken people yield rights with a meek spirit.
Proud people desire to be served; broken people are willing to serve others.

In conflict, proud people wait for the other person to apologize; broken people take the initiative to reconcile, regardless who was at fault.

Proud people compare themselves to others and feel superior; broken people compare themselves to the holiness of God and beg for mercy.

The late Scottish preacher, William Barclay told about travelling by train from Glasgow, Scotland to London and as they passed through the Yorkshire moors, he noticed a little whitewashed cottage, and it seemed to shine with almost a radiant whiteness. 

A few days later Barclay made the return trip to Glasgow and in the interval, snow had fallen and was lying deep all around. 

He noticed again the little white cottage, but this time its whiteness seemed drab and soiled and almost gray, in comparison to the virgin whiteness of the driven snow. 

Our level of righteousness may seem high if we compare ourselves to certain other people; but when compared to the absolute holiness of God as we know him in Jesus, we realise we are simply soiled sinners.

The closer we get to God, the more broken we will realise we are... 

Only the broken can be filled with God’s spirit and used for his purposes. 
The English preacher Leslie d. Weatherhead wrote that Jesus toiled in a carpenter’s shop for twenty years. 
In his heart a fire was burning which grew brighter and hotter each day!!

Imagine how eager he must have been to get on with his divine mission, but first he had to be broken!! 
First, he had to melt glue, swept up wood shavings, and search for nails. 

Jesus was meek and lowly in heart and put himself under discipline and when he was broken enough, he marched out of Nazareth to become the Saviour of the world!! 

And then one day, on the trash heap outside Jerusalem, this perfect God-man, broken and beautiful, allowed his body to be broken for sinners like you and me. 

Are you broken enough to allow Christ to mould you like clay?

Are you broken and beautiful?
Amen
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